
Dear ……………, 

Hundreds of bikes line the walls, some with missing wheels, bent rims and rusted frames, others looking practically new, but all with the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of people in places such as Ghana, Cuba and Guatemala. This bicycle graveyard is where Nick Colombo, a 2005 Loyola graduate, spends his days repairing bikes to bring them back to life. These resurrected bikes are then shipped to countries in need or sold for a discounted price to Chicagoans in order to fund these shipments. 

As general manager of Working Bikes Cooperative, Nick Colombo has had hundreds of bikes move through his hands and into those in developing countries throughout the world. Working Bikes Cooperative is a Chicago-area nonprofit organization whose mission is to empower communities by engaging in activities that promote environmentalism, public health and human equality. 

Working Bikes is supported solely by bike donations, whether they be abandoned and picked up by volunteers or donated at community bike drives. With awareness of the organization mainly being through grassroots efforts and word of mouth, bike drives are vital in not only increasing bike donations but in educating the community about the mission of this local organization with a global reach. 

An upcoming bike drive will be held at Loyola University, of which Colombo is a recent graduate. The event will be held on Saturday, November 11 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 1125 W. Loyola Avenue.  The event, which will feature informational material, refreshments and prizes, is open to both the Loyola community and general public. Organizers hope to not only spread the word about Working Bikes, but to obtain a significant number of bicycle donations. 

I would like to extend the opportunity to you to attend this event or feature this organization and share its mission with the Chicago community. I will be contacting you in the next few days to answer any questions or to set up an interview. 

Sincerely, 

Event Contact

Bikedrive.wbc@gmail.com
312.555.0897
